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I am quite conscious that in our attempt to give Mr. Lin-
coln a conspicuous place in the ranks of historical personages,
we are to encounter a large and intelligent public opinion
which claims that distance in time and even distance in space
are the necessary conditions of a wise and permanent decision.

The representatives of that opinion maintain that con-
temporaries are too near the object of vision, that to them
a comprehensive view is impossible, and that the successive
generations of one's countrymen may be influenced by in-
herited passions, or by transmitted traditions.

Some of us were Mr. Lincoln's contemporaries, and one
and all we are his countrymen, and in advance we accept joy-
fully any qualifications of our opinions that may be made
in other lands or by other ages, if qualifying facts shall be
disclosed hereafter. But nearness of observation, and a
knowledge of the events with which Mr. Lincoln's public life
was identified, may have given to his associates and co-
workers opportunities for a sound judgment that were not
possessed by contemporary critics and historians of other
lands, and that the students of future times will be unable to
command.

The recent practical improvements in the art of printing,
the telegraph and the railway, have furnished to mankind
the means of reaching safe conclusions in all matters of im-
portance, including biography and history, with a celerity
and certainty which to former ages were unknown. In these
five and twenty years, since the death of Mr. Lincoln,
there has been a wonderful exposition of the events and
circumstances of the stupendous contest in which he was the
leading figure, and all that knowledge is now consummated
on the pages of Nicolay and Hay's complete and trust-
worthy history. Of the minor incidents of Mr. Lincoln's
career, time and research will disclose many facts not now
known, which may lend coloring to a character whose main